Landfinding gathering in Amsterdam, November 7th to 9th 2003
We want to tell you about our landfinding gathering in Amsterdam because we con​sider it to be an important step. This is a page of our memory in the project of land-finding. It is the result of a three days circle and gatherette. We tried to make it as short as possible and would be happy if it finds your attention.
Participants
DeeTale, Christian, Tya-Tya, Martijn, Junis, Mike, Dwight, Eric, Max and T-T.
Arrival night: fun, sauna and heartcircle
DeeTale, who organized the gathering, welcomed us on Friday night in his home and after a quick lunch we went on a fast bike ride through the streets of Amsterdam to a squat sauna near Vondel park. It was a great beginning. We sweat and enjoyed be​ing in a pleasant place with pleasant people. In the sauna we had our first heart cir​cle, where we introduced ourselves and opened up to our emotions on the project. After that we split with some of us, who went dancing, the rest of the bunch rode ho​me to DeeTale and went to bed, ready for the adventures to come.
Next morning we started with the circle. Junis was drawing the Tarot card Princess of Wands, a card giving a good perspective for a successful gathering. Then the heart circle began revealing our dreams and fears about the sanctuary project also of those who wrote about it answering the request on eff topica and the results of it. On​ly 21 of about 75 faeries on the Eff topica list answered to the request. A detailed re​port can be found in the evaluation of the research.
Summary of individual dreams
We are looking for a beautiful spot in nature where the faeries can gather as often as they want to. A safe place for ritual, play, fun and creativity and still connected to the outer world. Living together self sufficiently in connection with all of creation and in respect for nature and respect for individual needs. A place with spiritual energy in a safe and supportive environment. A place where we can meet also other open hearted persons.
We are dreaming of building up community of those who live on the land and the faeries visiting. Fulfilling personal projects of life. We are aware that each step of find​ing and setting up the sanctuary has also an impact on our personal development. The sanctuary should also be an experiment for new forms of communal living and should be a source of inspiration for the outer world. We are dreaming of a place to keep the spirit of faeries and better focus on it. We hope that we can get old there in a safe, secure and caring environment. A place where some of us want to scatter their ashes after passing away.
What are our fears?
There are fears that we are closing off the outer world to live in a secluded paradise. The fear that the spirit will be less free when having responsibilities and constraints of owning a piece of land. Faeries were afraid to open up the project too much and thus have do deal with too many people and loose focus. Being too fearful of starting the project instead of just doing it. The fear that regulations for usage of the land are hin​dering a trustful and organically growth of the community.
Clarification
After talking about our dreams and evaluating the results of the Eff topica request we came to the conclusion that we have to broaden the foundation of the project. We had the impression, that too few faeries are participating. All of the answers to the request were in favour for the landfinding and the usage of the stichtings money for it. but for us this echo did not seem to be strong enough. That is why we came to the conclusion that we have to get more faeries and other queer people involved who actively want to commit themselves and their financial and personal resources. To find them, we decided to set up a homepage for the landfinding on our Eurofaerie homepage and send regular newsletters to the gay media informing the gay public about the faerie movement and our landfinding project. In parallel we want to go on with the landfinding and initiate informative circles and fun(d)raising events. The next good opportunity for this is the Wintergathering when we want to inform the Eurofaeries and do/or prepare fun(d)raising events during the gathering.
The circle was very intense and issues were discussed controversial until we reached a consensus that we have to go on, not to stop or slow down the process. Tya Tya encourage us and proposed also to eventually council, coach or advice the group process. He insisted and said "go on" and at that moment it was an important idea for the group. We also accepted on Dee's further program for the weekend. We ac​cepted that the dreams and emotions were important to explore. The circle lasted until the evening with just a few breaks. Tya-Tya had to leave us at the evening and advised us to develop more lightness with the project and to be aware of the alterna​tives.
In the evening we went to a queer disco where we had fun danced, laughed and even watched the eclipse of the moon from Vondel park.
Sunday morning Christian led a visualization about the pictures, images and sensa​tions coming to our minds when we are thinking and dreaming about the sanctuary. We were astonished how similar the visualizations were. We all wanted a quiet se​cluded place where the sounds of nature can be heard. The sanctuary was laying in a valley surrounded by wooded hills. From the top of a hill you could look far down into a sloping valley. The sanctuary had a large meadow in the middle and through it ran a creek and a little lake was there too. Resting at the creek you could hear the sounds of children playing. We had gardens on the land and chickens and goats lived with us. The land brought fruit, bread and cheese and of course muesli onto our table and astonishing enough our labour to sustain the sanctuary left us enough time for other activities. There were big green trees on the land we could gather un​der. There were tippies and very few but beautiful houses, but we were astonished that the buildings on the land did not play an important role in what we saw. On the contrary the untouched and beautiful nature was what we enjoyed most visiting the sanctuary. It gives us a question about how important a good building on the land was or was not.
After this we had presentations of two sanctuaries in Northamerica, Kawashaway sanctuary of the Northwood faeries in the north of Minnesota and Short Mountain in Tenessee.
T-T showed pictures of the very basic equipped sanctuary of Kawashaway, with no electricity and running water but located in a beautiful natural location, very secluded in the woods on the shores of the Artlip lake. From the parking lot of the ,,bad faerie camp" you are reaching the sanctuary over a footbridge. Fresh water from a manually operated water pump well is supplying the sanctuary. Water for the one shower is heated up in tanks above a wood fire. Situated at the large and beautifully gathering meadow in the middle of the sanctuary lays a blockhouse. From this green you are reaching the screen house with a kitchen and a dining hall. Food is kept in a pantry next to the meadow some of the food is cooled in big coolers. On gatherings the faer​ies are sleeping in there tents set up carefully in designated areas in the wood. Until now the rules for the usage of the land are such, that no permanent residents are allowed to live in the sanctuary but faeries can come any time to stay there. T-T fig​ured that about 40 faeries can be accommodate at a gathering.
The usage of a land is regulated in a land usage plan which explicitly states:
"Our vision is to preserve the Sanctuary land on Artlip Lake in as natural a state as possible to allow for it to be a special, safe place apart-from yet connected-to the wider world, a place of emotional and spiri​tual well-being for loving, healing, playing, and working in cooperation with each other as a community of kindred fae souls..."
The stewards of the land are the governing body of the sanctuary. A steward is any​one who are gives each year a written commitment of what he/she wants to do for the sanctuary during this year. They are also giving a regular financial contribution according to hir own ability. The steward has to attend at least one Membership circle each year. Decisions are made by consensus. Anyone wishing to support the sanc​tuary but unable to make a commitment to become a Steward may become a friend of Kawashaway. They are encouraged to contribute to the sanctuary. All the docu​ments of Kawashaway sanctuary and some photos can be found under www.kawashaway.org.
DeeTale gave an introduction about the history of Short Mountain sanctuary founded as a hippy community in the 70ties and then developed into a faerie sanc​tuary. It is located in hilly lands in Tenessee. It is a sanctuary with some permanent residents guest and long time guest. Faeries are living in separate communal houses, located around the sanctuary space in the middle of them. Everything on the land of the sanctuary belongs to the sanctuary and there is no personal prop​erty unless explicitly stated as such, on the other hand the sanctuary belongs to everyone. The permanent residents decide about the land usage in boardmeetings. On the board are also neighbours living around the sanctuary.
These presentations resulted in a very controversial and emotional discussion
about how much rules or just trust a sanctuary needs and finally consensus was reached that recognizing the legal necessities of buying land and the safeguard of those who are contributing to the sanctuary is requiring a certain regulations, but that on the other hand a trustful building up of community should not be hindered by them. We agreed that the land itself and the construction of using it will eventually determine the rules and how to imply them. It should be possible to change regulations for the usage of the land whenever necessary. This discussion also came to the conclusion that it would be wise, if permanent residents, who are having other needs than guests, are living separately from the sanctuary itself if the land permits it.

The private financial commitments until now brought together until now there are ~ 32.0000 - 36.000 € in private financial contributions. Some more has been promised but not explicitly been stated. 14 faeries are willing to commit their labour to the pro​ject. 2 faeries definitely want to live on the land, three are seriously thinking about it. All the dreams, commitments and suggestions can be found in the detailed evalua​tion report of Junis and T-T's landsearch request.
New labor commitments were made by Dwight who would like to set up the home-page for the landfinding and Eric who will start a communication group. Christian is working on a non for profit organization in France and T-T for one in Germany in support for the sanctuary.
Because of lack of time ideas for usage of the land and many suggestions made in answers to the request could not be discussed. Mike and Dwight are strongly sug​gesting to set up a perm culture to feed the permanent residents.
Suggestions were for further practical steps were,
-    to generally broaden the foundation of the landfinding project by attracting more queer persons, by finding people with ideas and skills to set up the sanctuary.
-    to set up a communication list with all the faeries and institutions involved in the landfinding process also snail mail faeries (Eric)
-    to find ways to involve as many faeries in financing the project according to their ability,
-    to create a homepage for the landfinding project attached to the Eurofaerie homepage (Dwight)
-    to develop and organize fun(d)raising events especially also for the next winter-gathering, one idea was a fun faerie porn movie
-    to found non for profit organizations in France (Christian) and in Germany (T-T) in benefit for the project
-    to regularly send a newsletter to the gay media (Eric).
-    to set up a list of real estate agents.
-    to think about alternatives like looking for alternatives to buy land or to search in other countries
-    to organize informative circles about the landfinding project, one might be in Bonn in December (T-T)
-    to reinforce the French team or volunteers because it comes to a point where we need more infos and more work if it happens that the Sanctuary is found in France (for example finding about possibilities of help for young farmers, ways and interests to mix a non for profit organization with a foundation and with a "societe" SCI, etc).

Amsterdam, Zeist, Paris, Bonn, 16th of November 2003 Tya-Tya, Junis, Erik, Christian, T-T

