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Location
The land is located east of the village of Ternuay-Melay-et-St-Hilaire, which itself is located about halfway on the D486 between Mélisey and Servance. It is in the department of the Haute-Saône (70) and probably in the commune of Ternuay-Melay-et-St-Hilaire. To reach the land, driving south from Le Thillot on the D486, take the first left turn after the signs for Ternuay (the road is also marked for the Monument at La Montagne). Take this road to the end, about 3.5 km. The region is the southern Vosges mountains in the regional park called les Ballons des Vosges. “Ballon” in French means a rounded hilltop; these are older mountains somewhat like the Appalachains in the eastern U.S. The land is located in the area known as the Mille Etangs or 1,000 Ponds. These are mountain ponds dotting the surrounding land, from which the many creeks flow down the mountains.
Description

The land consists of 4.2 ha and a house of XXX m2 placed near the center of the property (see the cadastral map via Beebalm’s site below; the house has a small 54 next to it). The drive to the land comes up a small hill and then goes straight to the house. To the left of the drive is an area of mixed tree saplings and cleared ground sloping downhill to the creek; when the family lived on the house they farmed and had four cows. To the right of the drive the land slopes up and is covered with pine trees. This hilly area continues behind the house; most of the land is here (area 693 on the cadastral map). There may be an option to buy additional land. Overall the land has a mountain feel to it. 
As you come to the house from the drive, you first see the side of the house with its big barn doors. To the left is the front entrance of the house; it has a cute Swiss chalet feel with blue window shutters. The house has electricity, telephone, water piped in from a source on the land, and is in good overall condition. Heating is by room and is either by coal or wood stove. There is a huge amount of barn space. Overall the house could be moved into today. 

The house was built in 1955; the prior house was destroyed during the war. A large family occupied the house since then; after the children moved away the parents stayed in the house. The wife died in 2001 and the father in January of this year at 96 years of age. We think the house has good retirement magick! 

The various maps of the property do not show a name. The woods nearby are called Folleterre, Crazy Land, the French word "folle" (crazy) also having connotations of "sissy" as in La Cage aux Folles. So one possible name for the land is Folleterre. Over the fire one night we also came up with Heidiwood!
Sanctuary?

We talked a lot about the possibility for living sanctuary on the land. We are encouraged that the condition of the house would allow faeries to move in right away. We also believe it possible to imagine a small summer gathering (not at the same time as Terschelling) this year. The presence of electricity and phone were discussed; not all of us want them on the land, but those of us who work independently can see being able to live and work full-time there. 
The land seems to have the capacity for gatherings of faeries. There is work to do making the kitchen and sanitary facilities ready for dozens (or hundreds!) of visitors but the work is easily achievable (we would need to install a septic system right away as well as build kitchen facilities and showers). Camping would need to be creative, probably a system of hillside platforms on which we would set tents. We delighted in imagining the woods full of faerie tents making sounds of love and laughter through the mountain night. The area in front of the house could be used for common space; we discussed enlargening the pond next to the house and creating a large flat space for fire circle. The surrounding woods provide endless opportunities for hiking, horseback riding, and cycling, making the land feel much bigger than it is. 

The nearest neighbors are close but there are hills and trees between the land and their houses. We do still need to check for noise from yoohoos and drumming, but we aren’t overly concerned. Most of the surrounding land belongs to the children of the deceased owner; none of these parcels of land have houses, and though our road is supposed to be open for car access to these plots, we can’t imagine anyone would need to get through. In general, the region is underpopulated, the Mille Etangs region formerly home to 700 people but now home to only 60-70. Most agriculture has stopped; homes in the area often have some pasture land or gardens but this seems to be rather small in scale.

The land is in the mountains and will have distinct seasons. There will be some time out of the year where the land will be inaccessible due to snow, but we don’t imagine that would be more than one week a year. We believe gardening will be a possibility, especially with some greenhouses for the winter months. 

Price

The price for the land and property is €140,000. We believe we should start a capital campaign and look to raise a total of €200-250,000 to provide for the possibility of buying additional land, repairs and improvements we want, and a small endowment to cover future needs. We have €50,000 in the bank and would need to take a mortgage for €90,000 to cover the rest. Mr. Vogel has assured us he can help with contacts with local banks on the financing.
Our Recommendations

We visited the land on Saturday and were able to stay Saturday and Sunday nights, tent camping on the front lawn. We circled on the land and came to the decision by consensus that this is the land we want for the Eurofaerie Santuary. We recommend signing a purchase agreement and buying the land. Freny (per Dietrish) is also in favor without seeing the land.

What Happens Next

We have until Monday, April 4, to decide if we want the land. At that time, we would need to sign a preliminary purchase agreement. We also need to finalize the French non-profit association and decide on the legal structure for ownership of the land. We are not yet clear on this but Christian is working with a French attorney to get advice. 

We also need to decide what terms need to be included in the purchase agreement. We do know we need the water to be tested and we need a clear idea exactly where the property’s borders are. We should also look to have the building checked for fungal infestation and fire hazards and have an architect look over the house.
Once a preliminary agreement is signed, we would have four to six weeks until we sign the final contract and the land is ours. This means that Beltane will still take place at Lothlorien, though we plan to visit the land during the gathering. 

All faeries who wish to visit the land should plan to do so prior to Sunday, April 3. Dietrish and Beebalm will return the weekend of the 2nd of April and can take anyone on a tour of the property. Anyone wishing to visit before then should contact Dietrish so he can make arrangements with Mr. Vogel to show the property. 

Anyone wishing to make a major gift to the sanctuary land fund should contact Beebalm ASAP.

Internet Resources

Beebalm’s Resource Page

Main page with links to all documents and photos pertaining to the land. 

http://www.jonbenfer.com/faeries
Natura 2000 (in French)

French government site on an EU collaboration around preservation of biological diversity with detailed information on the environment in the Mille Etangs region.

http://natura2000.environnement.gouv.fr/sites/FR4301346.html
Plateau des Mille Etangs (in French)

Tourism site on the Mille Etangs region and the Vosges Saônoise in general. Click on the map and then on the link to La Montagne (on the map or below) for detailed history of the peak nearest the land (a five- to ten-minute walk). 
http://www.les-mille-etangs.com/plateau.htm
Parc Naturel Régional des Ballons des Vosges (in French)

Site of one of the largest regional parks in France, which borders or includes the Forêt Communale that lies next door to the land.
http://www.parc-ballons-vosges.fr/
