Landfinding Report
02-03 April 2005

Quick Summary

Freny, Beebalm, and Dietrish visited the land again. We visited the surroundings, checked things out, and signed the purchase contract with the owner and agent, Michael Vogel. 

The contract and home movies that we so hope you can see are at the updated http://www.jonbenfer.com/faeries. 

The Land Updated

The land and its surroundings continue to enchant us. Freny found many interesting wild plants, including wild garlic whose leaves we munched on. We made it to the Folleterre Woods on a long hike. The area is a steep mountainside with a beautiful forest and many rock outcroppings, all with a mountain creek running through. We also hiked up the steep path to the left of the house. Atop this hill, the highest surrounding the little valley in which we are nestled at 745m, are more fascinating rock formations with a very sacred feel. We drank water from the source all weekend (so far so good) and Freny even sipped from the creeks. We found out we are getting a little more land than we thought AND that the road is in fact private—we could put up a barrier if we gave a key to those who own the surrounding land (remember these are members of the family who sold Herr Vogel the land and none live there) and if we wanted. 

The house had been cleared of nearly everything that had been there before, including the chopped wood. 

From Junis: The architect Rein Mulder has found the building in good shape. Apart from molding wood in the cellar, which he thought should be impregnated and the ceiling/floor should be replaced, he found only solid constructions. The cement walls absorb the moisture of the area well.

The eastern addition (more or less open barn space) he thought would have great opportunities to be used and included to the building.

I also mentioned the water "artery" which flows under the building. As an eco-architect he is used to being alert for energy flows. But in most cases it is a positive one. And also when they are not visible, a testing case among 50 "dividing-rod specialist" proved that only 2 of them were accurate indicating the correct course.

He also measured the building from inside. and suggested that we measure the outline (wall) of building, indicating correct measurements of the doors and windows. NB: We did this. 

The Land in the Future

Herr Vogel will be working on estimates for improving the source, making a large swimming hole out front of the house out of the small pond now there, and putting in a septic system. He will also test the water. He will also work on marking the borders of the land. We discussed seeing at the same time if we can bury the phone and/or electrical cable, though we know we need to debate the presence of electric and phone at the house.

We believe the address is:

Les Groulots

70270 Ternuay

We couldn’t help claiming certain rooms for meditation space, the faerie closet and costume factory, the donkey and/or horse, the sauna, the sweatlodge, gardens, campsites, WCs, kitchen and dining space, and our favorite spaces to run away with the man or woman of our dreams and be naughty (we already know some already but you’ll have to see what you have to do to get us to show you…).
The Contract

Freny, Dietrish, and Beebalm signed a preliminary contract to purchase the land and house. The price is €141.300. The signing was done at Herr Vogel’s home near Faucogney. The signing puts in motion a whole chain of events we need to follow carefully. Please see the What Happens Next document for details. 

Financing and Legal Structure

Beebalm and Cee are taking the lead on the work to establish a legal structure to buy and operate the land and on arranging for the financing. Last week they met with an attorney in Paris who will propose a plan of action (and a fee structure) for the legal aspects. His early suggestion is that we will need two structures: one, possibly an SCI (societe civile immobiliere), to own the land and another, probably a non-profit (French association loi 1901), to operate it. The attorney seemed to understand faerie wishes for as little individual ownership as possible, among other concerns. 

Cee and Bee will work this week on the financing. We do have a current deal written into the contract which provides for good terms and no penalty to pay it back early if we fundraise enough (this will be our goal). There are a few questions as to timing, and then we need to decide if we want to borrow for more than the purchase price and we will need to know how much we will have in the bank in donations by the time we will close the sale. We also need to determine who will be borrowing (individuals, SCI and/or association). Anyone considering giving a donation to buy the land and who will be able to have the donation to us no later than June 1, 2005, should please contact Beebalm at jon@jonbenfer.com right away. 
Community
We are most concerned about the need to begin to actively come together around a circle in order to provide for alive and sexy community on and around the land. Dietrish has suggested we begin to ask for commitments from faeries who wish to be Stewards who will meet no later than at the Beltane Gathering at Lothlorien for the first time. If you are interested in being a Steward of Folletere(?)/Eurofaerie community(?)/some or all of the above(?) please contact any of the landfindresses and be sure to join the landfinding Yahoo! group (email Beebalm). 
We are aware of immediate needs for faeries to work on:

· dreaming

· financing

· permanent residency

· construction

· landscaping

· fabulousness

· Circling and project management

· ritual

· fundraising and event planning

· gathering planning

· what else girls you know I am forgetting something
Sanctuary?

We say YES! 
What Happens Next

A brief timeline…

	03 April
	Contract signed

	06 or 07 April
	Cee and Bee get proposal from attorney

	10 April
	“delai de retractation” expires—the last day we can break the contract agreement

	?19 April
	? Deadline to know what legal structure we will use to apply for loan

	24 April
	Deadline for an application for financing (notify Herr Vogel in writing within 48 hours)

	10 May
	“condition suspensive” ends: we must have the bank loan secured by this time

? Can we get financing at one amount and/or in one name and switch later if we don’t delay the signing?

	1 June
	? Major Gifts deadline—need to have large cash gifts in the bank by this time

? can we wait till this time to decide the final amount we will give as a deposit and what we will finance?

	15 June
	Final signature of the act and the keys are ours


Internet Resources

Beebalm’s Resource Page

Main page with links to all documents and photos pertaining to the land. 

http://www.jonbenfer.com/faeries
Natura 2000 (in French)

French government site on an EU collaboration around preservation of biological diversity with detailed information on the environment in the Mille Etangs region.

http://natura2000.environnement.gouv.fr/sites/FR4301346.html
Plateau des Mille Etangs (in French)

Tourism site on the Mille Etangs region and the Vosges Saônoise in general. Click on the map and then on the link to La Montagne (on the map or below) for detailed history of the peak nearest the land (a five- to ten-minute walk). 
http://www.les-mille-etangs.com/plateau.htm
Parc Naturel Régional des Ballons des Vosges (in French)

Site of one of the largest regional parks in France, which borders or includes the Forêt Communale that lies next door to the land.
http://www.parc-ballons-vosges.fr/
